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TRANSPORT ISSUES

In the last issue of the Elsworth Chronicleésumé of discussions with
the County Council regarding our bus service, urttier title ‘Elsworth
Under Threat’ was given. Twelve months later distwuss are still on-
going! Meanwhile the present bus service will coné.

Two groups - the elderly and youngsters of@id=orm colleges need
our special consideration. It is vital that the uiegments of both are met
and various proposals designed to meet these esgeints have been put
to the County. Hopefully the possibilities now kgiconsidered will meet
the objectives of both the County and our parishisn - the former by
means of saving money and the village by securagsport which meets
our known needs. Our latest initiative focuses ahtfie retention of the

vide twice a week a service to Cambourne. Suchsfogauld actually
markedly reduced the present number of bus runs andit the same
time provide a far improved service for Elsworth. And, importantly
from the County’s viewpoint, reduce costs by eliating those bus ser-
vices but minimally used.

Although improvements to our bus service ata vgaps will inevitably
remain for the elderly and infirm without access#ws. Journeys by most
in the village with a trusted car available in tterage may be made with-
out almost a second thought - not so if you areless, when a visit to a
cinema might seem out of the question, and diffiesl arise regarding
journeys off recognised bus routes, such as perttapad from a railway
station, dentist or even a friend or local relative

In an effort to meet this need, the Parishr@dus considering means
by which the hardship could be mitigated. A proposav being consid-
ered is that support should be given to a commucélly scheme which
could prove markedly beneficial to the elderly wfirm at prices markedly
lower than a commercial taxi by virtue of it beipgvided by a non-profit
making charity. Even so, costs [40p a mile] foroarpey - such as to
Huntingdon or St. Neots - are not inconsiderabletiose on limited in-
comes. Consideration is being given therefore e Parish Council
providing a subsidy.

Community car schemes are operative elsewheteecessarily by that
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name, but are normally restricted to those livimghie parish where
the scheme has been established. The County atgmised a
scheme whereby parish councils could use specifiney allocat-

ed from building development funds to subsidisiaxg fares. This,

though, is expensive mile for mile compared witle tharitable
providers, as would be expected. A community cdrese not

restricted to its base area is organised throughvtiunteer Centre
of Huntingdonshire, and this could well meet oued® Journeys
are booked through, in our case, their St. lveg®ffwith as much
notice as possible - ideally three working ddysst is based on
mileage, which includes the journey from the driveiome and

return. The nearer the driver is based to the passethen, the
cheaper the fare. At one time there was a drivardiin Elsworth,

but not at the present - suitable volunteer dsifeom here would
be welcomed by the Volunteer Centre. Drivers degweat satis-
faction from this work, which is so clearly need@&the 40p a mile
payment is kept by the driver and ensures he/shetisut of pock-
et. AWF would be happy to give further informatimnanyone who
might be interested in becoming a volunteer driy@t954-

267472].

AWF

FREE TRIAL lessons can be arranged by phoning
or completing the free trial form online.

www.excelr8learning.co.uk
01954 211888




LORD MCNAIR

In earlier editions of the Elsworth Chronicle refece has been made
from time to time to local men who have made markeditributions
on the world and/or national scene. Readers magllrRev. Dr. John
Watson, Rector here in the M @&entury who was Chaplain to Henry
" # #$ % &

# ' & (!
borough [Disbrowe] who was keeper of the Keys obtlnd at the
time of the Cromwellian Civil War.

Another in more recent times was Andrew McNairresident of
Elsworth at Dale Farm in Boxworth Road in the 1999et only was
he a British legal scholar of note, but also aenmational figure, hav-
ing been appointed President of the Internatior@lirCof Justice in
1952, a post he held until 1955. He subsequenthabe the first Presi-
dent of the European Court of Human Rights at Btrag holding
office from 1959 to 1965. His honours and achievaiméclude CBE,
KG, LLD, FBA and a peerage in 1955.
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Andrew McNair read Law at Gonville and Caiusll€ge and
became President of the Cambridge Union in 190%rAd short
period of practising as a solicitor in London, le¢urned to his col-
lege in 1912, when he was elected to a FellowsHis was also
the year he married Marjory Bailhache, witthom he had a son
andthreedaughters

In 1935 he became Professor of Internatiomal bt Cambridge
a post he was only to hold for two years as in 188%as appoint-
ed Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool University. Howeviar 1945 he
was back in Cambridge as Professor of Comparatasg, land in
the following year came his appointment to the ima¢ional Court
of Justice, being appointed as its President 1&8520ted above.

The activities of the courts over which LorcciNair presided
might not be matters of everyday talk in Elswortevertheless,
since his day its concerns have hit national atetmational head-
lines. Some readers may remember that in the 188fispute be-
tween USA and Nicaragua was taken to the Courtresdlted in a
verdict against the USA. The latter would not a¢dlp verdict in
spite of fact that the United States had in 194@ed) to submit to
the Court’s ruling. Enforcement through the Segu@buncil was
blocked by its veto - “toys thrown from the praitnvould seem!

Andrew McNair was clearly an internationaluig of note and
warrants inclusion alongside those worthies notedhe opening
paragraph who have won recognition on the globahsc Lord
McNair brings us close to the present, but sucluémice is not con-
fined to the past, even if recent - here to-deywill have been
seen in earlier editions of the Elsworth Chroniele, have with us
two professors who have achieved world recognifmmtheir en-
deavours, one in the field of biochemistry and dliger in anthro-
pology/archaeology, namely Brian Hartley FRS andP&iul Mel-
lars FBA.

AWF



CLEAR VIEW WINDOW CLEANING
Windows cleaned for a great rate,
Window Frames & Doors
FREE
Traditional Method
Outside & In
Affordable, Efficient Service and Quality

CLEAR VIEW
Also offers great rates on:
Conservatory and Glass Roof Cleaning,
Gutters, Fascias, Soffits,
High Pressure Wash Cleaning for Patios, Walkwaysydvays etc.

Clean for Appearance, Clean for Safety,
Sealed [optional] for Preservation

Call for FREE quote!
07515 413 050
or
01223 359104
... and we are Fully Insured



JUBILEE CLUB

The Club is open to everybody in our villayjée meet on the
first Thursday of most months in Elsworth SchoollH&/e have a
speaker or entertainment followed by refreshmemid a raffle.
Our meetings also provide a good opportunity to tmge with
friends and neighbours for a chat.
We have two trips this year:

28" May to Southend-on-Sea

30" July to Aldeburgh
You have an invitation to drop in on any of oweetings or trips
- you will be made most welcome.
For further information please contact Betty0d 954 267 470.

Betty Simcock

ELSWORTH, KNAPWELL AND CONINGTON W.I.

Our Christmas meeting was held on tfeC8cember, but
that wasn’t too early for W.I. members to have rtt@hristmas
party - a delicious meal, wine and crackerspfeéid by enter-
tainment and carols. Food was again on the meniafmuary
when our speaker was the chef Jerry Dodd. His ‘lkat's
that smell in the kitchen?’ was a very entertairacgount of his
life from early days as a chef, to lecturing anihbea City &
Guilds examiner. He got us involved in a food qard there
were lots of cooking tips.

In February Andrea Chupacova came to tellhosiithe Pap-
worth Trust, which supports people with physicatl anental
health problems and their families and carers.sWas an in-
formative talk about how staff and volunteers pdeva person-
alised service to help disabled people.

In March we held our Annual Business Meeting & April
we had power-point tour of Paxton Pits at St. Neeta nature
reserve for animals, plants, wild flowers and birds a great
place for a family outing.

This year the W.I. is celebrating the fGhniversary of the



formation of the first Women’s Institute in the Wkl village of
Llanfair P.G. on the 6September 1915.
Isobel Farrow [01954-267472]



BOB EMPSON & SONS
THE GARAGE
ELSWORTH, CAMBS.

We are a family-run business dealing in:
MOT: Class 3 and 4
Servicing
Bodywork and accident repair
All types of repair work undertaken
on all types of car

Full plug-in diagnostic facilities

TELEPHONE: WORKSHOP 01954 267231
BODYSHOP 01954 267878

EMAIL: EMPSONSGARAGE@SUPANET.COM
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Obituary

FRED COLLINS

For many in Elsworth, memories of Fred’s chdeiace and na-
ture as he assisted Eileen from time to time inBh& A shop on
The Causeway will remain clearly in mind. This gdugmour was
apparent even to the casual visitor to their bungahs the approach
to the home was marked by the notice “Beware obthieer, not the
dog".

Eileen and Fred had been married many years wenmoved to
Elsworth in 1987, a move determined in part todsesonably near to
Fred’'s sister Muriel who lived near Mildenhall, en&red and Ei-
leen’s children had left the family home. Fred &mariel had always
been very close emotionally, being not only brothed sister but
also very close friends.

Prior to Elsworth, Fred and Eileen had livégarious locations -
Kingston-on-Thames, Thames Ditton, Woking in Sur@ayd 30
years at Bracknell in Berkshire. His birthplace waswvever, in Lon-

Continued over
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don, having been born in Poplar in 1923. It wasamdon, too,
that Fred and Eileen were married - at EalinGieater London
some 61 years ago, a union which was blessed bpitties of
Jackie and Barry.

In his early adult years Fred was a keen nagtdist, a form of
travel he and Eileen enjoyed in their early yedmharriage, later
with the growing family to be replaced by cars.d~had a variety
of jobs in the course of his adult life - he Hagbn involved in
engineering, had been a bus driver, a petrol putep@ant and in
servicing vending machines, both as part of Eileemd Fred'’s
own business and later with Tamco.

At leisure, Fred loved to be in the fresh perhaps in his gar-
den, perhaps on the water in a small boat on teg.rilndoors he
enjoyed snooker, playing cards and, in retiremeaking model
aircraft from kits and flying them. Music was a grénterest and
in his younger days he was a drummer in a locadlban
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ELSWORTH SPORTS CLUB

It is with sadness that | begin this reporthvithe news of the
death of a former Elsworth resident and sportsriiany Cooper
lived in the village for many years before movimgRenstanton.
He died suddenly on ¥9March aged 74 years. He played foot-
ball, as goalkeeper, and cricket as wicket keepeEfsworth in
the 50s and 60s.

At this time of year both football and tabémnis seasons have
been completed and that for cricket is about tarbegegarding
football, for the first time in over one hundreday® Elsworth
hasn’'t a team. From the players in the team froenptevious
season at least four were missing at the statiefeason. This
was especially disappointing as over the last feassns they
had managed promotions and had reached Cambs L&igue
sion 1B. However a side was fielded and matchegeplabut
inevitably there were some heavy defeats and twizhea con-
ceded. At the end of December, sadly, the decisamsimade that
the only option was to withdraw from the leagueeikhis hope
that at some point in the future a team will agalmy in the red
and black colours of Elsworth.

The table tennis season has just finishedpanded to be rea-
sonably successful for Elsworth. In the Cambs Leatie first
team finished third and the second team eightlwelve teams in
Division 2, and the third team finished tenth okive teams in
Division 3. In the Ely League the first team firgshseventh of
ten teams in Division 1, and the second team fedstirst of ten
teams in Division 3, hence gaining promotion far ttext season.
In the Ely League Handicap Cup competition, thstfieam nar-
rowly lost 4-5 in the semi-final to Fulbourn 1, Whithe second
team, in the Handicap Plate competition lost 1-5uathourn 7 in
the quarter final. As our playing numbers are stgadcreasing
it is hoped that a third team will be entered ie tly League
next season. No competitive table tennis is playest the sum-
mer months but practice continues, normally on #@agseve-

Continued over
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nings. Anyone interested should contact Bill Knibins 01954-
267266.

The cricket season begins in May. After a eattiifficult last
term the team retained its place in Division 4 8ooft the Cambs
Junior League. As well as these Saturday fixtuaetgam will be
entered in the Business Houses League, matcheg bkged on
week-day evenings. It is hoped that some frienddyifes will also
be arranged.

Congratulations to John Wilkins who has beemrded Cam-
bridgeshire Groundsman of the Year. John, alor Rill Knibbs
has maintained the cricket square and outfieldrtalyce the pre-
sent good batting wicket. It is hoped that junioicket coaching
will again be available this year - any enquitieg\nthony Taylor
on 01954 268042. The Club acknowledges with thdiriencial
grants made by Elsworth Parish Council and SoutmhZaDistrict
Council. These are especially welcome at this tawea new roller
has recently been purchased. Anyone interestedi¢ket should
contact either Bill Knibbs on 01954 267266 or Anthd aylor.

It is hoped that the playing of carpet bowisWednesday after-
noons will resume - still currently suspended tludack of sup-
port. Snooker is played on Monday mornings and wthives are
held monthly on Friday evenings commencing at p:30

Roger Fensom [01954 267534]

CRICKET - CAMBS LEAGUE HOME FIXTURES
23rd May
13th June Buntingford 2nd

18th July Little Shelford

% Rebels
v
v
8th August Y% Sawston/Babraham 3rd
%
%
%

22nd August Steeple Morden
29th August Cambourne 2nd
5th September Barley 2nd

Matches commence at 1:30
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You're Gardens Friend

We are your local supplier of ready mixed concrete.

# %

MADINGLEY ROAD
COTON

CAMBS CB23 7PH

TEL: 01954 212144

FAX: 01954 210358
EMAIL: info@mulch.co.uk
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